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INSTRUCTION BOOK FOR FARGO F-850 BATTERY-OPERATED
BRIEFCASE TAPE RECORDER

BE SURE RECORDER IS TURNED OFF COMPLETELY.,

IMPORTANT

The recorder is not completely turned off unless the middle
STOP key is firmly and COMPLETELY depressed. If pushed part way
down, this key will cause reels to stop turning, but the motor will con-
tinue to run and drain the batteries. :

Accidentally bumping or failure to completely depress any
of the other keys will cause the STOP key to pop up, thereby starting
the motor.

When carrying the recorder in the briefcase, be especially
careful not to press the keys in by squeezing them through the briefcase.

If the STOP button is released in this way, it may not be detected
for some time, and the batteries may be exhausted by then.

It is recommended that the battery pack be removed when shipping
the equipment.



FARGO F-850 TRANSISTORIZED BATTERY-OPERATED BRIEFCASE
TAPE RECORDER

Description:

This recorder is a self-contained, complete recording unit capable
of continuously recording up to two hours. It is contained in a standard size
briefcase for concealment purposes. The briefcase is fitted with an external
microphone mounted within a luggage tag fastened to the carrying handle,
Provisions are made for remote control operation. A switch, concealed
under the briefcase latch flap, allows the recorder to be started and stopped
without opening the briefcase. If desired, the recorder may be operated in
the usual manner outside of the briefcase. Power is obtained from eight,
standard flashlight cells which will operate the unit for at least 20 hours.
The recorder may be operated from the 110 volt AC power line by replacing
the battery holder with a similarly shaped converter unit. This converter
is supplied as an accessory and will operate the recorder from 220 - 230
volt, 50-60 cycle power sources as well as 110 volts.

Recording speeds are 3-3/4 inches per second and 1-7/8 inches per
second. Standard five-inch tape reels are used. Recording time will vary
with the type of tape used, superthin tape giving the longest recording time.

At 3-3/4 inches per second tape speed, the following continuous
recording times will result:

600' reels (audiotape #651) run for 1/2 hour.
900! reels (audiotape #961-LP) run for 3/4 hour.
1200' reels (audiotape #1231 - superthin) run for one hour.

NOTE: At 1-7/8 inchés per second tape speed, the above continuous recording
times will be exactly doubled.

The recorder employs a standard dual track recording head which
allows complete compatability of tapes for playback on other recorders. As
on other standard recorders, the tape reels may be turned over for recording
on the second tape track. Recording times listed above, however, are for one
tape track only. Turning tape reels over to use the second track doubles the
listed times.

An excellent tape playback system is incorporated in the recorder.
A 1.2 watt amplifier, combined with the comparatively large, built-in
loudspeaker, provides exceptionally good tape playback fidelity. In most
instances, it may be used for court room presentations.
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Recording is done as with any other tape recorder; no special pre-
- cautions are necessary. The recording volume is adjusted by moving the
control knob at the left side of the push-button panel. A red dot on the
volume control knob shows the best setting for average conditions while
being operated in the briefcase,

The knob at the right end of the push-button panel is the tone control,
The best setting for this control is the full treble position. This position
is also indicated by a red dot. With both control knobs positioned so that
the red dots are located centrally in the panel openings, a good recording
should be obtained when using the recorder with the briefcase and the con-
cealed luggage tag microphone. Of course, different circumstances and
operating conditions will probably necessitate different volume control
settings. However, this will have to be determined under the actual condi-
tions of operation -- by making a test recording. For a normal recording,
using any other microphone, the volume control should be adjusted so that
the recording level indicator lamp tube glow does not fade out completely
on loud passages, yet still flickers slightly at soft passages. The record
level indicator is the tube located behind the rectangular opening in the
push-button panel, and it glows brightest at minimum volume, becoming
extinguished only when the volume is turned up too high.

Briefcase Operation:

The recorder is first loaded with the desired amount and type of
tape. The counter dial is set at zero and the tape speed lever set at the
speed suitable for the type of recording to be made: 1-7/8 IPS for most
voice recordings, or 3-3/4 IPS for music or best voice fidelity.

Replace the plastic cover over the tape reels.

With the briefcase sitting open on a table with the luggage tag facing
you, insert the recorder with the reel side facing you the same way. Be
sure the microphone and control cables and plugs are not caught under the
recorder.

Next, carefully insert the microphone plug into the jack opening in
the right end of the control panel, and the control plug into the similar opening
in the left end of the panel. Note that the control plug appears to be a standard
phone plug; however, it is not, being slightly smaller in diameter than normal,
This is to prevent someone from accidentally plugging a microphone or head-
phones into the control jack with resultant, possible damage to the microphone
or phones. The special thin control plug is a Switchcraft #S-280.
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The recorder is now ready to operate in.the briefcase.

Operating Procedure:

1. Check to be sure ON-OFF switch concealed under the briefcas
latch flap is in the DOWN or OFF position. ‘

2. Firmly press the recording key all the way in. This is the
left-end key on the recorder control panel.

3. Shift the quick-start button, above the record key, to the left.
The recorder is now ready to record whenever the concealed
switch under the briefcase latch flap is pushed UP to the ON
position.

As a check on the proper operation of the unit, make a short test
recording. During this test recording watch the recording indicator light
to be sure the volume control is set properly. For playback information,
consult the tape recorder instruction manual.

For operating convenience and best tone quality, it is recommended
that the recorder be removed from the briefcase when tape is being played
back. Also, better tone quality will be obtained on playback with the tape
recorder in vertical position.

Remote Control Operation:

The remote control operating feature may be put to use in a variety
of conditions. To remotely control the starting and stopping of the recorder,
it is necessary only to run a length of common, two-conductor lamp cord,
such as is supplied with the recorder, between the remote control operating
point and the remote control jack on the recorder. Of course, the extension
microphone must be placed in a location where adequate sound pickup is
obtained. At the remote control point, a simple switch is connected to the
wires at the end of lamp cord. Ina hurry-up type installation, the wire
ends may be simply twisted together to start a recording and pulled apart
to stop it. There is no shock hazard in handling these wires as the voltages
involved are very low.

A typical installation in an automobile would involve setting the recorder
in the trunk compartment, perhaps padded with old pillows or a blanket, The
control wire and microphone lead are then run under the back seat and floor
covering to the front compartment. The remote control switch could be fastened
under the dashboard and the microphone hung under the dashboard in a convenient
location behind the radio grill.
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Many different possibilities will suggest themselves to the user of
this equipment because of the versatility provided by the long recording
time and freedom from reliance on external power sources.

CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION

NEVER leave old, used or dead dry cells in the recorder battery
holder -- remove them IMMEDIATELY after use. The acid liquid which
may run out of the old cells will ruin the battery holder and possibly other
parts of the recorder.

This also pertains to the so-called ""leak-proof' type dry cells
which can leak acid as easily as standard type cells.

The warranty on this equipment does not cover damage caused by
leaking, dry cells.

WARRANTY

All equipment and accessories are warranted to be free of defects in material
and workmanship for a period of 90 days from the date of delivery to the pur-
chaser.

Excluded from warranty are batteries and all damage resulting from attempts
at unauthorized service performed on the equipment or from obvious mis-
handling or abuse. Damage resulting from acid leakage from dead batteries
is also excluded from this Warranty.

All equipment returned to Fargo Company within the warranty period will
be serviced free of charge with the exceptions as noted above.

BATTERY LIFE: 20 to 40 hours.

BATTERY REPLACEMENT -- Eight Batteries of any of the following:

Ray-O-Vac 2LP

Sears Roebuck 4650

National Carbon 950

Army BA-30

RCA VS-36

General 906

Bright Star 10M
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